Effect of rooperol on collagen synthesis and cell growth.
The effect of rooperol on type I collagen synthesis in normal skin and lung fibroblasts and cell growth in normal and transformed fibroblasts was investigated. Low concentrations of rooperol selectively inhibited the growth of transformed cells while stimulating collagen synthesis in normal fibroblasts. Elevated collagen synthesis and deposition could impede tumour cell invasion and metastasis, implying that rooperol may be useful as an antimetastatic agent in the treatment of cancer.